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PO Box 68, Roma Q 4455 

 

Ken Beitz 0429 649 150 

Jodie Beitz 0416 221 191 

 

Email: info@rhpi.net.au 

 

As this is the first newsletter of the New Year, we take this opportunity to wish our members and 

non-members a very Happy New Year. What a start to the New Year. The Australia Day awards 

were once again held at the Roma Saleyards with several of our members attending. It was certainly 

the Butter Factory’s year with Roma Historical Precincts receiving the Community Organisation 

Award, two of our members, Dot Brindley and Beryl Giles receiving the Community Contribution 

Award for their historical research and book publications. Then President Ken Beitz took out the 

Citizen of the Year which was totally unexpected and a surprise to most of us. He handled the 

occasion very well with a short speech, photographs and cutting of the Australia Day cake. His 

next duty will be at the Christmas Street Party in December with the turning on of the Christmas 

Tree lights. Thank you to all of our members for their support over the 2022 year.  

Work on the amenities block has come to a standstill while waiting for plumbing to be finalised. 

We have been fortunate in receiving funding from Maranoa Regional Council to remove all of the 

asbestos in the butter factory which will now be done before the main factory floor is concreted. 

RHPI will also be making a $ contribution to enable the asbestos work to be done. This brings me 

to say another thank you to our volunteers who work tirelessly fundraising for the betterment of 

the Butter Factory. The factory floor has been cleared out of all of its items in readiness for this 

work to be done.  It’s great to have such a passionate group of people who have the vision of seeing 

this building and historical items becoming an important part of our community. 

Over the Christmas break, a few of our members decided to start organising the replica dairy. The 

space between the factory and workshop is now a ‘dairy’. Ken Dawes has restored a Moffatt Virtue                                

motor which runs the milking machine. A replica dairy cow is now on the agenda to purchase.  

We have been fortunate in receiving funds from the Roma Senior Citizens group after they closed 

down last year. Thank you for thinking of us. Queensland Ambulance were the other local group 

who received funds. 

We now have a flag pole and of course a flag to go with it. Thank you to Jim Robinson and his 

mates for organising it. 

New permanent tables will be installed under the trees of the butter factory, hopefully in time for 

the Twilight Markets. Thank you goes to Dick Thomas. 
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The Twilight Markets on 18th March are now being held in conjunction with Harmony Week. 

Please see attached flyer for all information. 

It seems like the tourist season has started as we had some lovely tourists visit the factory recently. 

One family was from Switzerland, a family of 5, travelling around Australia whilst home-schooling 

their 3 children. Another couple were on the last leg of their lap around Australia. Comments – a 

lot of work ahead of you.  

Jim Robinson, Beryl Giles and Noel Kerr have been working tirelessly to gather information on 

WW1 soldiers in the Roma Cemetery who didn’t have a headstone. These soldiers now have 

headstones. The dedication of these graves will be held on Sunday 19th March at the Roma 

Cemetery followed by lunch at the butter factory. If you are going to attend the lunch, please 

RSVP to Jim Robinson on 0428 898 746. 

Noel Kerr has kindly donated some bottles of wine for a raffle. Tickets are $2 each and will be 

drawn on Easter Sunday. Thank you to those people who continually support our $50 Numbers 

board. It is much appreciated.  

Watch this space. A morning tea will be sometime after Easter to thank those people who sponsored 

a pane of glass to replace broken ones in the windows on the back wall of the factory. 

A big welcome to new members of RHPI: Margaret Ashney and Merial Kimlin.  We look forward 

to seeing you at one of our gatherings in the near future. 

Members who aren’t on email, please note we have monthly meetings on the 4th Saturday of each 

month at 2pm at the Butter Factory. You are most welcome to attend! 

If any of our new members would like an RHPI shirt, please see the attached form. A new design 

has been chosen for the dress shirt as the previous colour was discontinued. These shirts are 

available from Golders but the prices and embroidery will be reviewed midyear.  Name badges are 

also an option for those who are interested. 

The factory is open each Wednesday morning from approximately 9.30am to 12 noon. If 

anybody wishes to visit The Factory at a different time, please phone Ken: 0429649150 or Beryl: 

46222755. Also, if the gates are open, you are most welcome to drop in. 

The factory will be open over the Easter period. Opening hours will be 9am to 2pm – Good 

Friday, Easter Saturday & Easter Sunday. 7am to 11am on Easter Monday with a sausage sizzle 

available for purchase.  

Next meeting will be on Saturday 25th March at 2pm at the Butter Factory. 

Thank You! 
We gratefully thank the following people/organisations for their donations, be it items or their time. 

 Apologies if I have missed anyone 

 

Dally Anderson, Noel Kerr, Marie Moore. 

And to all of those people who continue to support our Containers for Exchange program. It is 

one of our ongoing fundraising events. 
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Upcoming Events 
18th March 2023 Twilight Markets in conjunction with Harmony Day – 4pm to 8pm. 

19th March 2023  Dedication of WW1 soldier graves in the Roma cemetery 

18th June 2023 Butter Factory Markets – 9am to 1pm. 

19th August 2023  Roma Plough Day & Tractor Pull – 9am to 3pm. Roma Polocrosse         

grounds. 

11th November 2023         Twilight Markets – 4pm to 8pm. 

 

These events are a major part of our fundraising efforts. We would love your assitance, let us 

know if you would like to help! 

Other Events 
1st Monday’s Meals on Wheels Roma General Meeting is usually held on the first 

Monday of each month starting at 2pm.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are searching for volunteers 

to help us with the following tasks: 

• Sorting cans for our fundraising efforts 

• Markets catering or bric and brac stall 

• Mowing the butter factory grounds 

  

 

 

    

 

Australia Day Awards 

Ken Dawes with the Moffatt Virtue                                

motor for the Dairy 

http://www.pngall.com/help-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Pulling Tits 
By Edward Harrington 

 
I’m a product of the land 

Where my old man kept a dairy 

Where we milked the cows by hand 

I can still recall the dairy 

The cow shed roofed in bark 

Where we rounded up the cows 

And we milked them in the dark 

They used to take some finding 

In the dawn light cold and bleak 

They would hide amongst the timber in 

The paddock by the creek 

But we always somehow found them 

Scattered here and scattered there 

We’d send them bounding homewards 

With old Rover in the rear 

They’d scamper to the cow yard 

Where they’d stand and chew their cud 

Till we waded out to milk em in 

The slush and in the mud 

My youth was sadly blighted and 

My young dreams were torn to bits 

Those precious hours I wasted 

In the cow yard pulling tits 

They were sullen stubborn buggers 

But of all the cows we had 

None could try the patience of a  

silent suffering lad 

Like the brindle bald faced heifer,  

we bought at Riley’s sale 

Your woes had just begun when you 

got her in the bale 

She was obstinate and cranky and 

Her tits were short to boot 

We used to fight like blazes who would  

milk the brute 

When you slipped the leg rope on her 

If you were not mighty quick 

She’d crack you across the mullock 

With a well direct kick 

You’d lamb her with the leg rope and 

Crack her with the stool 

But she didn’t take much notice 

She was as stubborn as a mule 

She would bide her time in patience 

Till she got you off your guard then 

Lift her mud caked tail piece and 

Crack you good and hard 

The tricks she played upon us 

Almost drove us into fits 

So we sold her to the butcher and 

Reckoned we were quits 

When the old man had his breakfast 

He would mooch about the shed 

He never took to milking 

He never learnt he said 

We had a shrewd suspicion 

That he never meant to try 

But we had to do our duty 

Neath his stern parental eye 

He was good at giving orders and 

We had to milk ‘em dry 

He came from Tipperary 

Where they don’t do things by halves 

We had to wash the buckets and 

Feed the flaming calves. 

Then we’d gobble down our breakfast and 

Set off with books and slates 

To the school house on the corner and 

Get flogged for being late. 

School master – honest old fella 

Laboured hard throughout the day to 

Impart his knowledge to us but 

Our minds were far away 

His misdirected efforts sent him  

prematurely grey 

He never seemed to notice that our  

sadly muddled wits 

Couldn’t rise above the cow yard and 

The job of pulling tits. 

Now I waved goodbye forever to that  

cold and slushy yard 

Where my youthful life was blighted and 

All my dreams were marred 

I’m living in the city and rarely see a cow 

But the thought of Riley’s heifer sets  

my blood a boiling now 

So when aire I read the verses of  

some sentimental bard 

Singing of the joys of farming 

I am always on my guard 

If I should chance to meet him 

I have registered a vow 

I’ll put more than laurels 

On his corrugated brow and 

I warn all future parents 

You could save ya kids from harm 

Don’t let them come in cooee of a dairy farm 

 

Dairy farmers out there can probably relate to the 

above poem. Thanks go to Dick for the laugh. 



ROMA HISTORICAL PRECINCTS INC. – SHIRTS 
PLEASE ORDER FROM GOLDERS DIRECTLY: THIS SHEET IS TO HELP YOU ORGANISE YOUR ORDER. PLEASE COMPLETE AND 

TAKE TO GOLDERS. PAYMENT CAN BE MADE ON ORDERING OR COLLECTION. 
CHOOSE: 

• YOUR SHIRT AND NOTE THE SHIRT CODE  
• YOUR SIZE 
• EMBROIDERY: LOGO ONLY OR LOGO AND NAME 
• WHETHER YOU ARE ADDING A POCKET TO THE RAZOR SHIRT FOR MEN 
 QUANTITY REQUIRED OF EACH SHIRT 

CONTACT NAME   
CONTACT PHONE NUMBER  

 

ITEM PHOTO SIZES 
AVAILABLE SIZE PRICE 

EACH $ QTY SUB-TOTAL 

RAZOR POLO FOR 
MEN 

Maroon/White  

P405MS 

 

S - 3XL, 5XL 
MODERN FIT 

 
 29.95   

ADD POCKET    5.00   
RAZOR POLO FOR 

LADIES 
Maroon/White 

 

P405LS 

  

8 – 24 
MODERN FIT 

 
 29.95   

RAZOR POLO FOR 
CHILDREN 

Maroon/White 
 

P405KS 

 
 

 
 

4-16 
MODERN FIT 
 
 

 24.95   

ADD LOGO EMBROIDERY IN WHITE   14.95   
ADD NAME: EMBROIDERY IN WHITE   5.00   
 
NAME TO BE EMBROIDERED:  
 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
 
 

    



ROMA HISTORICAL PRECINCTS INC. – SHIRTS 
PLEASE ORDER FROM GOLDERS DIRECTLY: THIS SHEET IS TO HELP YOU ORGANISE YOUR ORDER. PLEASE COMPLETE AND 

TAKE TO GOLDERS. PAYMENT CAN BE MADE ON ORDERING OR COLLECTION. 
CHOOSE: 

• YOUR SHIRT AND NOTE THE SHIRT CODE  
• YOUR SIZE 
• EMBROIDERY: LOGO ONLY OR LOGO AND NAME 
• WHETHER YOU ARE ADDING A POCKET TO THE RAZOR SHIRT FOR MEN 
 QUANTITY REQUIRED OF EACH SHIRT 

CONTACT NAME   
CONTACT PHONE NUMBER  

 

ITEM PHOTO SIZES 
AVAILABLE SIZE PRICE $ QTY SUB-TOTAL 

Hard Yakka Kool 
Gear Long Sleeve 

Vented Shirt 
Khaki 

SKU Y07720 
 

S to 5 XL  64.95   

Hard Yakka Kool 
Gear Short Sleeve 

Vented Shirt 
Khaki 

SKU Y07715 
 

S to 5 XL  59.95   

Hard Yakka Cotton 
Drill Long Sleeve 

Shirt 
Khaki 

SKU Y07500 
  

S to 6 XL  59.95   

Hard Yakka Cotton 
Drill Short Sleeve 

Shirt 
Khaki 

SKU Y07510 
 

S to 6 XL  54.95   

ADD LOGO EMBROIDERY IN MAROON 
C711   14.95   

ADD NAME EMBROIDERY IN MAROON 
C711    5.00   

NAME TO BE EMBROIDERED:  
_________________________________________________ 
 
 

    

TOTAL AMOUNT 
 

 

 


